
Minutes of the Urban Renewal Specialist Strategic Partnership (UR SSP) Meeting

Venue: Marketing Suite, Municipal Building, Widnes

Date and Time: 24th January, 2006 at 2.30 pm

Present:

Cllr. Rob Polhill

(RP/Chair)
Halton Borough Council (HBC);

Sasha Deepwell

(SD)

CDS Housing;

Derek Robertson

(DR)

Groundwork Mersey Valley;

Susan O’Connor

(SO)

O’Connor Group (for Steve O’Connor);

Dr Liz Towns-Andrews
(LTA)

Daresbury Laboratories/CCLRC;

In Attendance:
Derek Sutton

(DJS)

HBC/Operational Director – Major Projects Dept.;

Gary Collins

(GC)

HBC/Operational Director – EDU;

Ian Grady


(IG)

HBC/Head of Strategic Policy & Partnership;

Debbie Houghton

(DH)

HBC/Policy Adviser;

Sara Munikwa

(SM)

HBC/EDZ Programme Manager;

Pat Audoire (Minutes)
(PA)

HBC/Urban Renewal SSP Co-ordinator .

Apologies:
Janitha Redmond



English Partnerships;

Richard Tracey



NWDA;

Chris Adams



Halton Transport;

Dick Tregea



HBC/Strategic Director/Environment.

	
	
	
	
	Actions


	1.
	Apologies & Minutes
	1.1
	Following introductions around the table, the Chair asked for apologies, which are noted above.


	

	
	
	1.2
	The 19 July 2005 Minutes were accepted as a true record.


	

	2.
	Presentation
	2.1.1
	Dr. Liz Towns-Andrews (LTA) was welcomed to the meeting and asked to give her presentation on a review of developments at Daresbury Laboratories.  Copy slides available with these Minutes.


	

	
	
	2.1.2
	LTA relayed that there is a wish to integrate Daresbury Labs., (DL) with what is going on in Halton.


	

	
	
	2.1.3
	They receive their funding from the DTI through the Research Councils – hence their acronym of CCLRC: Council for the Central Laboratory of the Research Councils.  However, of the 8 research councils, CCLRC is the only research operation, the others offering grants to businesses.


	

	
	
	2.1.4
	Within CCLRC there are three facilities around the country: Cheshire, Oxfordshire and Hampshire.


	

	
	
	2.2.1
	Their specialism is research into atoms and molecules, with particular emphasis on Zeolites for the oil-product industry, e.g., detergents and cosmetics.


	

	
	
	2.2.2
	LTA explained Zeolites with reference to chocolate, engineering and biomedical industry applications.


	

	
	
	2.3
	CCLRC won a Nobel prize in 1997 for their work and were responsible for developing the first Tera-scale research computing facility in the UK.


	

	
	
	2.4.1
	Future plans for Daresbury include:


	

	
	
	
	     4GLS Project

     HECToR

     Cockroft

     Instrumentation and

     SuperSTEM


	

	
	
	2.4.2
	4GLS Project: A £400m facility which is currently in design to review molecular behaviour;


	

	
	
	2.4.3
	HECToR: This is CCLRC’s next computer facility.  Tenders are currently out and this £100m operation will look at the European Super computer developments;


	

	
	
	2.4.4
	SuperSTEM: Atom super-microscopy research;


	

	
	
	2.4.5
	Cockroft: Cosmic research, in partnership with Liverpool University.  A £7m study of the universe, to be housed in a £10m NWDA funded new facility.


	

	
	
	2.4.6
	‘The New Daresbury’ (DISTP) is a new international science and technology park, which is almost ready for launch, being scheduled to have its first Board meeting at the end of March.

 
	

	
	
	2.4.7
	The new Daresbury Innovation Centre is a major strategic site in strong partnership with the NWDA, having received NWDA investment of £50m, and offers three prime science and research facilities.  With 14 companies already signed up and a further 39 expressions of interest, these facilities will promote ultra high-tech companies, venture capital networks and business support with a total of 220 high-tech positions.  This facility is already ahead of projections, take-up and occupancy.


	

	
	
	2.4.8
	With all these developments CCLRC have recognised their need for grow-on space, in order to prevent resident companies moving away from their facilities.  Sites around Daresbury have been identified, but high on the CCLRC agenda is the link with the M56 as well as planning and transportation issues.


	

	
	
	2.5
	Given the Governments’ wish for ‘knowledge transfer’, a new campus is high on the government agenda and CCLRC are supporting an educational facility model in the north of England, to compete with one being developed in Oxford.  


	

	
	
	2.6.1
	RP gave LTA a vote of thanks for a very interesting presentation and called for questions.


	

	
	
	2.6.2.1
	SD asked about the links with education to promote skills. LTA was able to confirm that her CEO is passionate about technical skills/apprenticeships and that they were in discussion with NWDA to facilitate this.


	

	
	
	2.6.2.2
	GC informed the partnership of the first meeting of the Halton Science Forum, where this sort of question could be addressed in order to deal with cross-over issues and as a forum for the business sector.  LTA volunteered to follow up on this and to attend the next HSF meeting on 16th February, to which SD was also invited.


	

	
	
	2.6.3.1
	DJS raised two issues: the first being the Daresbury Labs., address i.e.,  the alignment with Warrington of a facility sitting within the boundaries of Halton; the second being a query as to how many Halton residents worked at the facility.  LTA agreed that their address was lacking credibility and was the consequence of the NWDA wishing to align with Warrington/Cheshire.


	

	
	
	2.6.3.2
	DJS suggested that, while there is a lot of physical development taking place at the Daresbury site, this will take time and there is a need to have access to more immediate facilities e.g., the high quality office accommodation to be offered on the EDZ, within site of Daresbury.


	

	
	
	2.6.3.3
	LTA informed the meeting of the co-location of 14 companies, which will have local links and consequently percolate benefit across Halton.


	

	
	
	2.6.3.4
	GC confirmed that the number of residents working at the facility had been determined and LTA offered to make this available to the group.  SD developed this point further and asked for research into why Daresbury employees do not live in Halton.


	LTA

	
	
	2.6.3.5
	GC also identified the determination to develop ‘Halton’ as a brand, under which Daresbury surely sits within the science offer.


	

	3.
	LSP Feedback
	3.1.1
	IG gave an overview of the draft Community Strategy, asking partners to focus on the Urban Renewal agenda, and to make any suggested amendments, relaying these via PA.


	ALL

	
	
	3.1.2
	Partners then quickly reviewed the targets in the draft Community Strategy.


	

	
	
	3.1.3
	It was confirmed by SD that the housing target had already been achieved.


	

	
	
	3.1.4.1
	RP said that transport was an issue because this partnership has no control over that target.  Issues of bus timetabling and route inflexibilities were discussed.


	

	
	
	3.1.4.2
	Susan O’Connor (SO) suggested the introduction of incentives should be used, citing examples used in other countries/areas.  However, it was agreed that this would also be an education issue, promoting the benefits of car-pooling, cycling and other green transport issues.


	

	
	
	3.1.4.3
	GC reminded the partnership of the research work of HBC’s Transport Division and suggested David Hall attend the next meeting, in order to update us with a presentation.


	PA/DH

	
	
	3.2
	IG then confirmed the UR budget at £860k for the next year, around which Action Planning should now take place (to be reported to the next LSP meeting).


	PA

	4.
	Baseline Report
	4.1
	Debbie Houghton (DH) gave the group a review of the draft baseline strategy, which is to be completed by March, drawing attention to key issues.  


	

	
	
	4.2
	SD highlighted a section of text under Castlefields housing, which she would prefer to have been worded a little more positively in order not to cause offence.  


	

	
	
	4.3
	SO had also noticed that, under one of the sections (identified in the meeting), there was wording that could generate litigation if it were not addressed.


	

	
	
	4.4
	DH will attend to these issues and the meeting was invited to pass any further amendments to DH via PA.


	DH/PA

	5.
	Presentation 
	5.1
	Sara Munikwa (SM), programme manager for the EDZ Widnes Waterfront, gave a presentation/status report on developments to date.


	

	
	
	5.2
	The site has lots of dereliction and chemical contamination, comprising 200 acres of low quality land in all, which will be developed for new mixed use.


	

	
	
	5.3
	Work on the EDZ has been underway for 3 years now and this has included elements such as marketing, surveys and land negotiation.


	

	
	
	5.4
	There has been a cocktail of HBC, ERDF and NRF funding support to date, with an additional £5.5m, offered but not yet confirmed, by the NWDA.


	

	
	
	5.5
	SM referred to the site map of the EDZ, pointing out to the meeting the various key sites.  She explained that the Widnes Waterfront was different from other areas in that it needed landscaping in order to counter image problems - to allow it to compete with areas such as Speke Business Park and Gemini in Warrington.  The outcome of this will be to soften the harsh industrial surroundings and provide a positive impact and sense of identity for the area.


	

	
	
	5.6
	Phase 1 of the landscaping programme is now complete.  Phase 2 is ongoing, addressing issues around

· Tanhouse Lane;

· Industrial users;

· Cycle lane, linking Widnes to the Trans-Pennine Way (including a new linear park and artwork).


	

	
	
	5.7
	Widnes Warth – not truly a part of the EDZ, but this area impacts on the whole programme – has secured £400k from Mersey Waterfront Regional Park (MWRP) to complement the work of the EDZ.  This development provides an 800 ha buffer-zone between the EDZ and the river, forming an important nature reserve and leisure facility.


	

	
	
	5.8
	The Heron Business Park is a joint venture between HBC and St. Modwen Properties.  This is the first major development on site, consisting of 2 phases.  The first phase consisted of 11 units of mainly industrial use.  The second phase has thus far consisted of land acquisitions and swaps to facilitate future work.  Marketing of the site by Dixon Webb has generated strong interest to date.


	

	
	
	5.9.1
	The Priority Sites and Langtree developments are very exciting.  These are two new developers to Halton and both have recently submitted plans.


	

	
	
	5.9.2
	The Priority Sites development consists of two phases, the first of which is 19 x 2-storey hybrid buildings offering quality units.  Phase 2 is dependent on the success of Phase 1 and developers will be on site in Summer 2006.
	

	
	
	5.11
	The Langtree development has been supported by NRF and will consist of a high quality, fully serviced managed office complex, providing flexibity of accommodation size – i.e., from a desk to a suite of rooms - to suit the needs of businesses and on short to medium term lets.  


	

	
	
	5.12
	The Routledge development will be a mixed-use development.  Initial advice suggested the site was unlikely to get residential approval, but outline planning permission is now to hand to develop apartment blocks with housing to the rear, taking advantage of views over the river.


	

	
	
	5.13
	The old Colloids site, behind Bowers Park, has now had full planning permission approved for a new DIY store and 3 industrial units.  This is a very prominent gateway site to the EDZ and will be an important retail link.


	

	
	
	5.14
	The picture for the Widnes Waterfront is very positive.  Currently, some access is poor, but there is a move to open this up.


	

	
	
	5.15
	The Chair thanked SM for her presentation and commented that the Priorities site was a coup.  He was very much aware of the excellent quality of work, citing examples around the country.


	

	
	
	5.16.1
	RP prompted questions and SO asked about the impact of the Grannox Works, wondering whether the dreadful smell from their plant would deter investors, devalue properties and lessen the viability of the site.  She gave an overview of the problems encountered by O’Connors and the volley of complaints that had been forwarded by their employees to the Environment Agency, without any positive outcome.

(DJS has subsequently taken this issue up within HBC).


	

	6.
	Developments Update
	6.1
	DJS introduced the Regeneration Statement, of which partners had received copies with their papers.  He explained that this internal document provides a very good overview of developments in the borough.  


	

	
	
	6.2.1
	The Canal Quarter development in Runcorn has been approved by HBC.  It is a joint venture with Urban Splash, who started the trend for apartment living in innovative locations and thereby have a good reputation.  


	

	
	
	6.2.2
	Runcorn is not their usual choice of venue, but they have been excited by this site beside the Bridgewater Canal.


	

	
	
	6.2.3
	There is to be an architects’ competition this week, with results available in March (consultation: 10/11 March), and they hope to be on site this time next year.


	

	
	
	6.2.4
	This development will consist, largely, of apartments with some housing and will consequently have strong links with Daresbury, offering ‘trendy’ accommodation.  


	

	
	
	6.2.5
	There is a wish to integrate this site with SRB developments in Runcorn Town Centre.


	

	
	
	6.3
	In addition, Taylor Woodrow are on site at the Old Quay on the Manchester Ship Canal.  28 apartments have been sold off plan, even before the Estates Office opened.  


	

	
	
	6.4
	On the old Development Corporation site, planning permission has been given for a DIY store.


	

	
	
	6.5
	A Chinese Friendship Garden is being developed at Runcorn Town Hall.  HBC are in receipt of a gift of artwork from the Tongling community and work will soon begin on site.


	

	
	
	6.6
	Not a lot is happening on the Golf Course.  There has recently been a quad-bike invasion, which has churned up the land and caused HBC a lot of additional cost.  However, there has been some progress with the Environment Agency to facilitate DEFRA funding.


	

	
	
	6.7
	The Visitors’ Centre at Wigg Island should be ready later this year.  However, there is a shortfall on funding and investment/sponsorship would be welcomed.


	

	
	
	6.8.1
	The Innovis development at Ditton has now started on site and the formal sod-cutting will take place this week. 

  
	

	
	
	6.8.2
	It was also noted that O’Connors are in discussion with the Mayor of Dunkirk, to develop rail freight linkages.


	

	
	
	6.8.3
	The HBC Fields landscaping project has received planning permission, but this needs to be ratified by GONW.


	

	
	
	6.9.1
	The Castlefields programme is in mid-Action Plan.  Demolition of deck access flats has taken place and new housing built.  The dramatic and improved change has been welcomed and approved by the community.

 
	

	
	
	6.9.2
	CDS Housing at Waterbridge Mews was all sold off plan and there is much physical development taking place.


	

	
	
	6.9.3
	The Youth Activity Park has now been renamed the Phoenix Park, following a naming competition.  This is on schedule, but bad weather has caused delays to the sculpting work.  However, a formal opening will still take place in April.
	

	
	
	6.9.4
	Negotiations for the local centre have broken down and it will now be CPO’d.


	

	
	
	6.10
	With regard to the Widnes Road retail and residential units, developers are now on site and geared for an Autumn completion.  This is a Widnes Regeneration development.


	

	
	
	6.11
	The Bridgewater Way development, from Top Locks to Astmoor, is now complete and provides enjoyment alongside the canal.  The next phase will extend this facility through to Daresbury Laboratories. No other authority involved has achieved this level of success.


	

	
	
	6.12
	On the Sankey Canal, an Heritage Lottery Fund bid named ‘Living Landmarks’ has been submitted for £5/6m, to improve the stretch from Widnes to St. Helens.  


	

	
	
	6.13
	The Channel 4 programme ‘Risking It All’ has recently centred on a new Italian restaurant in Widnes, called Aroma Italia.  This is to be screened in February, relating the story of a local couple who have invested everything they have in this venture to open a restaurant – without any prior experience.  The restaurant received a property renewal grant prior to opening and this was part funded by HBC and NRF.


	

	
	
	6.14
	RP suggested that this was such a valuable update, that it should be included as a regular agenda item.


	PA

	7.
	Members Agenda Items
	7
	No Members’ Agenda Items had been received.  However, RP reminded partners that this facility was available for them - to raise issues needing review or discussion - and that PA would co-ordinate these.


	PA

	8.
	Any Other Business 
	8
	None.


	

	9.
	Dates of Future Meetings 
	9
	Please note that the timetable for future meetings is as follows:

Tuesday, 25th April, 2006;

Tuesday, 18th July, 2006;

Tuesday, 21st November, 2006;

Tuesday, 16th January, 2007.

The meeting closed at 4.25 pm.
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